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PREAMBLE 


The Korea Mission presents the following preamble to its detailed evaluation 
of AN ADVISORY STUDY. 


We appreciate the opportunity that has come to us from the Commission with 
this Advisory Study to make an earnest appraisal of our ecumenical mission and 
relations, and to express to the Commission our deepest convictions regarding our 
task together in Korea. 


Simple response is not easy to this provocative "perhaps prophetic" STUDY. 


AN ADVISORY STUDY emphasizes several worthy guideposts to the Commission as 
the latter seeks "a more adequate ecumenical witness” (p. 5) in these revolution- 
ary times, These are indicated in our evaluation attached. Put crisply it is 
this: The calling together of God's children to work unitedly in Christian com- 
munity, the church, and to participate in mission as a primary aim finds its 
grounds and also its direction in the Bible. 


AN ADVISORY STUDY underemphasizes the most Biblical concept which must under- 
lie all church strategy in the ecumenical movement. This concept states that the 
historical work of redemption accomplished through the life, death and resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ, and revealed in His word, is the foundation of the 
church, its mission and its proclamation to sinful man in a lost world. 


AN ADVISORY STUDY overlooks an important ecumenical reality, "partnership in 
obedience," by failing to mention anything of the partnership plans already in 
operation, The primary task of the missionary is to present the gospel to a lost 
world. He does it in intimate partnership with the Church in the land where he 
goes to work. In the tactical situation of Korea, it means the missionary seeks 
to fulfill this task in the integrated framework of the Department of Cooperative 
Work within the Presbyterian Church in Korea. We regret that such patterns from 
other lands also were not mentioned as studied in the report. 


Unitedly we must seek plans and policies for the church in ecumenical mission 
and relations. But FIRST we mst listen to and heed the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. In this way only, God will enable us to break through the barriers and 
the bogs, and lead us out into a new springtime of spiritual impact upon a dying 


world, 
214 


Instructions to the Reader 


In these pages we have evaluated An Advisory Study according to the following 
plan of approach: 
le Areas of Agreement 
2. Areas of Disagreement 
3. Things Left Unsaid or Underemphasized 
4. Specific Proposals 
5. Specifics Related to Korea 


The material begins at the beginning of An Advisory Study and moves through to 
its end, 

It is placed in parallel colums for ease in comparing the material in ¢. colum 
with that ina neighboring column. Ordinarily, the material in the left-hand 
column is a quotation from An Advisory Study, and that in the right-hand colum is 
usually comment on these quotations. 


Captives in Christ's Triumphal Procession (Pp. 11-27) 


Areas of Agreement Things Left Unsaid 
The calling together of God's child- * Preocoupation with the nature and 


ren to work together in Christian com- internal needs of the church clouds vi- 

munity, the church, and to participate sion of the vastness of a world which 

in mission as a primary aim finds its is largely lost -- a world whose unbe- 

grounds and also its direction in the lieving population is increasing far 

Bible. more rapidly than its population of be- 
lievers. 


If men and women are to see and feel 
the urgency of the missionary impera- 
tive, clear stress must be placed on 
the exceeding lostness of the indivi- 
dual, and of the majority of the human 


TAaces 
Areas of Agreement Things Left Unsaid 
(P. 12) “If the reality of the ri- This is only half the message. Any 


sen Christ in the life of the church is study of the mission of the church in 
shaken by the events of our time..., the world must begin with a down-to- 
there is no point in discussing mis- earth picture of the Christ who died on 
sion." the Cross. 


From apostolic days the starting 
point of the Gospel message to the 
world has been that "CHRIST DIED FOR 
OUR SINS." Especially in lands where 
93% or more of the population is still 
non-Christian, this mst be the spear- 
head of the witness, 
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Areas of Agreement 
(P, 17) "There is no other way 


than the way of Christ." 


(P. 18) "The crucified Lord is 
Lord of the Church." 


(P. 16) "Life through dying;' In- 
dicative: incarnation, crucifixion, 
resurrection; Imperative: be what you 
are in Christ. 


(P. 16, 26-7) Christ-centered pre- 
sentations. 


Areas of Disagreement 


(P. 11, twice) 
the end of an era." 


"We have come to 


* * * 


The Task Now (Pp. 29-30) 
Areas of Agreement 


(P, 30) "fhe problem raised here 
is how ecumenical mission can now pro- 
ceed through ecumenical relations. 


Before he can comprehend pictures of 
the Risen Christ, the Holy Spirit, the 
Triune God at work in the world, a man 
must first repent and believe in thse 
gospel at the cross of Jesus, 


Our mission to the world begins with 
the fact that Christ died for our sins; 
and only recognition of that fact can 
enable us to understand that mission. 


Things Left Unsaid 


Just what era have we come to the 
end of? If it is the "Christian Era" 
that is referred to, we feel most 
strongly that the basic assumption is 
wronge As Dr. James McCord of Prince- 
ton has pointed out, this is nota 
"post-Christian era” but rather a pre- 
Christian one, and this is the Biblical 
idea -= we are always in the pre- 
Christian times. 


* * * 


Things Left Unsaid 


All ecumenical relations should fur- 
ther ecumenical mission; but ecumenical 
mission is not limited to ecumenical 
relations as its only channel. 


We suggest as a better phrasing of 
the prol ~m: How can ecumenical rela- 


tions best be a channel for ecumenical 
mission? 


The Task Now For Each Churoh (Pp. 31-60) 


The Indigenous Churoh (Pp. 32-37) 


Areas of Disagreement 


(P. 34) "The rapidity of change in 
our modern dynamic society gives 
greater importance to indigenization. 
In some eras, a church might discover 
how to relate itself to a particular 
situation by a gradual process of ad- 
justment." 


Areas of Agreement 


Churches should be indigenous: that 
is, rooted in local soil with national 
leadership and local forms of worship 
and life. 


(P. 35) “Attention should be given 
in the practical department of the 
seminary to the development of indi- 


genous forms of church life and 
structure." 

Areas of Agreement 

(P. 36) "Permanent dependence upon 


outside funds for the support of the 
normal life of the church is an indi- 
cation that patterns of church life 
have not yet become indigenous," 


ote 


Changing times do not necessarily 
demand a changing church, but may de- 
mand a changing pattern of witness. 


The problem arises most often when 
the church has become bound to its cul- 
ture only to find the culture changing 
out from under it. The Church must ne- 
ver have an established interest in the 
status quoe 


Things Left Unsaid 


Self-conscious indigenization runs 
tremendous risk of being simply a turn- 
ing aside from essentials to the tri- 
vial == and often to the sinful, Even 
escaping this, it is by its very nature 
a focusing on externals. 


Seminary students should not try to 
develop indigenous forms of church life 
and structure, but rather to speak the 
language of people where people are, 
and to minister with sympathy and empa- 
thy. Structure and life-forms will 
follow at the Spirit's leading where 
needed, You cannot start it in the 
seminary or for the sake of indigeniza- 
tion. 


The self-conscious is almost inevi- 
tably artificial. An indigenous style 
of life is no wise goal. Rather let us 
aim for a style of life without affeot- 
ation, neither clenching nor rejecting 
things or modes, nor artificially 
striving to create "some new thing." 


We suggest the inclusion, as one of 
the essential means by which any church 
can become truly indigenous, the triad: 

Self-government, 
Self-support, 
Self-propagation. 


Areas of Agreement 


(P. 36) "It is imperative that na- 
tional leadership develop as rapidly 
as possible," 


(P. 37) "In all our concern for 
indigenization, our supreme task is to 
make the lordship of Christ inescapa- 
bly real to each nation and to all 
peoples," 


Areas of Disagreement 


(Pp. 36-37) "It 4e....imperative 
that the number of missionaries in any 
particular church be small enough, in 
proportion to the national leadership, 
as not to influence unduly the forms 
and life of that ohurch,." 


* * * 


The Charismatio Community (Pp. 37-45) 
Areas of Agreement 


(P. 38) The Holy Spirit has given 
special gifts toeach. The churoh 
should help each to utilize his gift 
to the fullest for the upbuilding of 
the church through "Renewal of the 
Congregational Life," the "Recognition 
and Training of the Ministry," and so 
forth. 


Things Left Unsaid 


The logical extension of this prin-e 
ciple would be, "the fewer the Christ- 
ians, the fewer the missionaries; and 
where there are no Christians at all, 
have no missionaries!" 


It is missionary dominance which is 
unnecessary and invalid, not missionary 
influence. Undue missionary influence 
is not a matter of numbers, It is a 
matter of attitude and method. 


* * * 


Things Underemphasized 


Let us not forget that to be effect- 
ive in its involvement in mission, the 
Church has other responsibilities to its 
members in addition to mission. 


These include worship, fellowship and 
nurture; and among the fundamental res- 
ponsibilities of the church is that sim- 
ply of meeting the needs of people who 
come to church for worship, comfort, 
guidance, instruction and strength, for 
themselves and their families week after 
week. 


Specifics Related to Korea 


This charismatic commmnity is a dis- 
tinot characteristic of the early Korean 
Christians. 
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Areas of Agreement 


(P., 40) The stress on the fact that 
"all members are ministers each one of 
them having a separate gift of the 
Spirit" is a healthy stress that could 
be applied with vast influence in 
Korea. Again we agree with the need 
for giving the layman a much greater 
participation inthe life and mission 
of the church. 


Areas of Agreement 


(P. 43) "At present, in many 
churches the organizational and admin- 
istrative structures which have de- 
veloped have become an unbearable bur- 
den upon the church,” 


Shortly after the turn of the cent. 
ury, Dr. H. G. Underwood (History of 
the Korean Church, Allen D. Clark, pe 
86) stated the early ideal in these 
words: 


"Let each man ‘abide in the 
calling wherein he was found’; 
eeeeach was to be an individual 
worker for Christ, and to live 
Christ in his own neighborhood, 
supporting himself by his trade," 


Specifics Related to Korea 


We are thankful to the missionaries 
who founded the church in Korea that 
they saw this pitfall. Dr. Underwood 
wrote in 1890 (Histo of the Korean 
Church, Allen D, Clark, p. 86): 


"To develop church methods and 
machinery only so far as the na= 
tive Church was able to take 
care of and manage them... 


"To let the natives provide 
their own church buildings, 
which are to be native architec- 
ture, and of such style as the 
local church can afford to put 
up." 


Nearly 70 years later, the formal 
Mutual Agreements between Commission, 
Wission hurch, under which we now 
operate, phrases the same principle in 
these words: . 


*The Mutual Agreement is the name given to the document detailing the pattern of 


integration at work in Korea since 1957, 


By this Agreement "The Presbyterian . 


Church in Korea, the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the Korea Mis- 
sion of the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. mutually agree to dissolve 


the Mission as an administrative body, 
the Presbyterian Church in Korea..." 


and to integrate the work of the Mission in 
(Article I, Preamble) 


* * * 


An Evangelizing Church (Pp. 45-49) 


Areas of Agreement 


(P, 46) The evangelistic thrust of 
thie church will express itself in the 
fellowing forms: Every Christian is 
an evengelist; evangelism will be the 
center of the life of the church as 
its witnessing members penetrate, both 
in depth and in extent, into the en- 
vironment in which it is set, 
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"A Christian Church must sup- 
port fimarcially its own govern- 
ing body, its own officers, of- 
fices and ecclesiastical activi- 
ties, to remain 4 spiritual, vi- 
tal, independent church. Only 
after this is done can a church 
receive aid for its institutions 
and projects without danger to 
its own moral integrity and inde- 
pendence of action." (Article II, 
Section 2) 


* * * 


Things Left Unsaid 


But what is the key to 
witnessing and evangelism? 


successful 


The Korean church and mission prace 
tice can supply one important answer: 
a simple, comprehensive system of Bible 
study practiced in Korea for decades. 
There was 

personal Bible study, 

group Bible study under local layrer, 

district Bible conferences, 

winter Bible conferences, 

and (later) Bible Institutes -- in- 
stitutes out in the hinterland where 
the church is, providing the local 
churches with opportunity as a whole to 
study the Bible and thus to be motiva- 
ted and equipped to share the Gospel, 


Here was the secret of witnessing -- 
and therefore of a vital and fast-grow- 
ing church, a church of farmers and 
townspeople who earned their living six 
days aweek but witnessed to their 
faith all seven days, 


Specifics Related to Korea 


In proportion to the decrease in 
Bible study and to the increase in the 
number of paid ministers and evangel- 
ists (even though paid by the Korean 
Church itself), the individual Christ- 
ians have lessened their zeal of per- 
sonal witness. 


Areas of Agreement 


(P, 46) Certain groups such as stu- 
dents, industrial workers, farmers, 
etc., do constitute a special challenge 
to our churches today. 


(P, 36) "Many of the churches have 
directed this evangelistic effort to 
individuals apart from the communities 
in which they share. The church must 
rediscover that these communities be- 
ginning with the family, have a place 
in God's redemptionee.” 


* * * 


* 


Things Left Unsaid 


In seeking ways in which the church 
may reach out into these special areas, 
care mst be taken neither to segregate 
them into isolated groups, nor to 
alienate them from the local church, 


Christians who by the nature of the 
demands on their time are usually ine 
creasingly isolated from warm direct 
congregational life in any church which 
through the years can be their church 
home == missionaries, Board executives, 
professors and most ecclesiastical ad- 
ministrators, among others -= should be 
particularly alert to the fact that for 
most men and women the surest base for 
Christian growth and fellowship is the 
local congregation. 


For this reason, rather than empha- 
sizing student and industrial and olass 
churches -- "All endeavor in mission 
and nurture should be directly related 
to the life of the ongoing church at 
the congregational level." 

* 


* * 


Service Through Educational Institutions (Pp. 55-52) 


Areas of Agreement 


(P, 55) "The question we face with 
these institutions is not simply whether 
they are doing a good job, but to what 
extent they make it possible for the 
church to do the right thing at the 
right time in its obedience," 


-be 


Things Underemphasized 


Service is an integral aspect, but 
not the fundamental aspect, of Christ- 
ian schooling. 


Where educational institutions have 
had humanitarian service as their pri- 
mary justification, and the training of 
leaders for society as their direct 
goal, the practical results in the vi- 
tality and numbers of the leaders 
raised up for the church has fallen far 
below the results obtained where educa- 
tion has by policy been for believers 
and their children, in schools staffed 
entirely by Christian teachers, with 
the training of leaders for the church 
as their direct goal -- not necessarily 
paid ministerial leaders but also 
strong lay leaders in the church and 
community. 


Areas of Agreement 


(P. 56) "In the past, churches and 
missions have often depended upon 
these institutions to doa good part 
of the job of Christian education for 
the church," 


* * * 


Service Through Medicine (Pp. 58-60) 
Areas of Agreement 


(F. 58) "Does the existing medical 
work represent a genuine service out- 
reach by the church into the life of 
its community at the point of health 
and medicine?" 


"How can the church in any country 


best fulfill ‘its healing ministry 
within the limitations of its ree 
sources?" 


Areas of Disagreement 

(P. 58) "seethe most important 
single concern of the church should be 
the development and orientation of a 
missionary vocation among Christian 
doctors." 


-9e 


Things Left Unsaid 


In proposing to turn over educational 
institutions to governments, has consi- 
deration been given to the following ade 
vantages in the existence of church-re- 
lated schools? 


1) Because Christian character and 
personality development is difficult for 
a large institution, the small private 
school can be a most important factor in 
the life of a nation. 


2) Where Christians are in the mi- 
nority, not only church leadership, but 
Christian leadership elsewhere -- busi- 
ness, industry, politics, etc. -- need 
an educational environment strongly ine 
fluenced by Christian faith and communi- 
ty. 


There is a vital place for specifi- 
cally Christian institutions of educa 
tion; most especially in a non-Christian 
nation. 


Is the case made for church-related 
schools and colleges by the United Pres- 
byterian Board of Christian Education 


valid only inside the borders of the 
United States?! 
* * * 


Things Left Unsaid 


As in education, so in medical work, 
humanitarian service is an integral as« 
pect, but not the foremost aim, of 
Christian medical work, 


Through hospital work there should be 
a ministry to men's souls as well as to 
their bodies; and warmly Christian medi- 
cal institutions offer the most effect. 
ive training ground for Christian doce 
tors and nurses. 


Things Left Unsaid 


We believe that this is an important 
concern, but not "the most important 
single concern," 


It is particularly important for doce 
tors and teachers who work in none 
Christian institutions, 


Areas of Disagreement 


(P. 59) "The major task before 
each church is to discover how to be 
free from the burden of inherited in- 
stitutions..." 


Areas of Agreement 


(P. 60) "The reduction demanded in 
the proportion of personnel and funds 
now dedicated to educational and medi- 
cal institutions is the first indis- 
pensable stage by which the Commission 
and related churches will be free to 
develop new expressions of Christian 
services and svanzelism..e." 


Areas of Disagreement 


(P.'59) "“seesindependent boards, 
composed largely of Christians." 


* * * 


The Task Now for the Churches Together 


of Agreement 


(P, 61) In the recent period in 
history "it became evident that the 
mission of the church could no longer 
be conceived as the responsibility of 


Areas 


some churches in some countries, but 
that all churches in all countries... 
were all equally challenged to mis-. 


sionary service,” 


Areas of Agreement 
(P. 62) "For Jesus-Christ is the 


basis and content of the church's uni- 
ty just as He is the basis and content 
of its mission," 


* 


Things Left Unsaid 


We cannot believe that this is the 
"major task" before each church in this 
area of its life! 


Things Left Unsaid 


Wherever the primary purpose of a 
large existing medical work is simply 
to improve the health of the community, 
we agree that Commission financial in- 
volvement in it should be reviewed and 
reduced, just as we agree that the same 
principle should apply to educational 
institutions whenever their primary 
purpose is simply to improve the educa-= 
tional level of the community. 


Things Left Unsaid 


Only Christians should be 
boards of Christian institutions. 


* * * 


on the 


(Pp. 61-92) 


Things Left Unsaid 


For some churches and for some 
Christian leaders this was a new disco- 
very. 


For other churches, such as the 
Korean Church, the universal Christian 
obligation to mission has been recog- 
nized from the beginning. 


But a church cannot learn responsi- 
bility for its mission at home or 
abroad if some other church subsidizes 
it or its missionary enterprise, The 
subsidizing church, in mistaken good 
will, - succeeds only in drowning out 
that very responsibility which it seeks 
to nourish. 


Areas of Disagroenent 


(P, 63) "In this sort of unity 
this Christlike unity of the Church 
which will answer really human needs 
all ‘churches’ will find their proper 
place not in some democratic system 
guaranteeing the rights of each, but 
in a common surrender to the Lord of 
the Church." 


4 (P. 45) "Church polity should not 
be a major obstacles to church unity.” 


Areas of Disagreement 


(P, 64) "Mission in unity implies 
for the churches and the Christians to 
be ready to surrender what is most 
precious to them in their personal and 
collective life; self-sacrifice, ra~- 
ther thah striving after prestige and 
power, should be their way of life. 


"Ultimately _ churches should be 
ready to surrender in the greater uni- 
ty of a united church and for the sake 
of their mission, even those riches 
which have been most valuable in their 
mission work. 


"The heritage which each church 
possesses is not something to be clung 
to selfishly, but rather a gift to be 
offered in the greater unity of the 
church for the sake of its mission.” 
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Things Left Unsaid 


We would be shocked if this means 
that the principle of a democratio sys- 
tem inthe life of the church of the 
Living God is dismissed to the dusty 
shelves of history. It is true that 
without surrender "to the Lord of the 
Church" no system of church government 
can serve Him; but we believe that a 
democratic system in a church's govern- 


ment, understood and followed, gives 
that church its best chance of making 
such a surrender to the Lord of the 


Church. Presbyterian polity is a major 
and a greatly needed contribution to 
the church's one fundamental and inevi- 
table problem of how to discover the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, the will of 
God, the mind of Christ. 


Things Left Unsaid 


Bear in mind that church unity does 
not necessarily mean organizational 
unity. There must be spiritual unity. 


And in any case, organizational uni- 
ty is not the only Good, nor is it a 
Prime Good which must take precedence 
over other values. 


It is misleading to imply or state 
that selfssacrifice and surrender are 
to be identified only with unity in a 
united church. Striving after prestige 
and power are likewise possible ina 
united church. 


An Advisory Study here urges that 
even the best of a.church's heritage, 
including those things which have stood 
the test of time and been proved most 
valuable for mission itself, should not 
be kept if they constitute an obstacle 
to unity. 


Consideration should be 
these propositions: 

In human life not all good things 
are compatible; 

Not all things are subject to syn- 
thesis towards some higher level; 

Diversity may have avalue in itself; 

Diversity may be the only channel 
capable of sustaining certain di- 
verse values. 


given to 


Areas of Agreement 


(P, 66) "It is generally recognized 
that relationships between mother and 
daughter churches go through three 
stages: dependence, independence and 
interdependence, These stages are in- 
terpenetrating in normal growth. 


"Where authentic selfhood has not 
yet occurred, it must become the first 
step toward a mature relationship in 
which younger and older churches share 
together in their missiontothe world." 

(Paragraphing added) 


* * 


We feel that a united church would 
not in all cases tbe worth sacrificing 
the contributions of the Presbyterian 
and Reformed systems and the values of 
diversity. 


We believe that these three stages 
may be gone. through only when authen-~ 
tic selfhood is defined as being a 
church which is self-supporting, seli- 
governing, and self-propagating. 


Useful interdependence should not 
undercut the independence of a church; 
a better concept is "interrelatedness," 
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The Unfinished Task of Integration (Pp. 66-67) 


Areas of Agreement 


(P. 66-67) The Commission is chal- 
lenged "out of this changed relation- 
ship to discover how the two churches 
could engage together in mission." 


(P. 67, Paragraph 4) "We believe 
that..coothe forms which integration 
takes organizationally should be re- 
examined," 
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Specific Propos al 


. While six suggestions are offered 
on pages 67-69 for study by the Com 
mission and rélated churches, we feel 
that no concrete and practical pattern 
is suggested within which two indepen- 
dent churches may engage together as 
partners in mission. 


On the basis of five years of 
actual experience working in Korea un- 
der the Mutual Agreement between the 
Commission, the Mission and the 
Church, we wish to suggest this Mutual 

reement as such a concrete and prac- 
tical pattern, which might well have 
been noted in the Advisory Study and 
which should be provided for in the 
Commission's Manual. 


We suppose that the fact that Dr. 
Pyung-Kan Koh was unable to attend any 
of the meetings of the Advisory Study 
Committee accounts for its omission 


from An Advisory Study. 


* * 


The Use of Funds (Pp. 70-73) 
Areas of Agreement 


(P. 70) "Dependence upon funds 
from abroad may even become a major 
hindrance to the missionary growth of 
a church. Few things are more urgent 
in the mission of the church today 
than an honest confronting of these 
problems." 


(P. 71) "Attainment of a pattern 
of life adapted to its environment 
normally implies that a church can 
care for its worship, its teaching 
and pastoral ministries, the basic 
training and support of its minis- 
ters, some form of outreach in evan- 
gelism and service, and a minimum of 
church administration. 


"Where this has not yet happened, 
the church is estranged from its en- 
vironment, and lives ina constant 
state of insecurity, fearing the day 
when outside sources might be cut 
offs" 


Areas of Disagreement 

(P. 72) "2) Every effort should 
be made to guarantee to each church a 
certain amount of money for a given 
number of yearSecees 80 that the 
church may know in advance what it 
Can count on.” 


"3) .eeAs the receiving church 
assumes more responsibility in deter- 
mining what the frontiers are on 
which it must be engaged in mis- 
sioneee” 


Things Left Unsaid 


Care should be taken to use money for 
the purposes for which it was raised. 


Things Left Unsaid 


We question the procedures outlined 
in the three paragraphs on pages 72-73, 


At any level from congregation to 
General Assembly, to put a church into 
the position of being a Receiving Church 
may deform, paralyze, corrupt and even- 
tually kill ite 


To ask one church to receive the 
operations of another church is to ine 
ject dependence into it. It aggravates 
the points of friction between the two 
churches rather than solving the problem 
of their relationships. 


The pattern of church sending to 
church is equally destructive to the ba- 
sic concept of Mission itself. Ina 
world where 95 out of 100 people are a- 
stray from our Master's fold, it would 
be a perversion of the Christian mission 
to turn it inward upon the Christian 
community until even our United Presby- 
terian General Assembly's great Division 
of Ecumenical Mission becomes basically 


* just another piece of machinery for as- 


sisting other members of the ecumenical 
family. 
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Changing Patterns of Service (Pp. 73-94) 


Areas of Agreement 


(P, 73) "The generalized use of the 
word 'Fraternal worker’ means that the 
missionary connotation is lost and with 
it a most important and central con- 
cep att 


Areas of Agreement 


(Pp. 48, 74-5) "It is of the utmost 


importance" to "maintain this distinc- 
tion" "between a general vocation of 


service to another church or peoples, 
and amore specific missionary voca- 
tion." 
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We feel that the more promising pat- 
tern is that the two sister churches 
cooperating in mission should rather 
address themselves through a Department 
of Cooperative Work to their shared 
tasks of mission in the land in which 
they are cooperating. 


We believe that the secret of self- 
respect for national churches’ lies 
neither in their being given amounts of 
money, nor in machineries by which they 
can make requests for grants of money, 
but rather in that they should stand on 
their own feet and promote their own 
programs of Christian service and mis- 
sion, however small, as the expression 
of their own spiritual resources and 
the sacrificial dedication of their own 
substance. 


Cooperation in common tasks enables 
two churches to share in mission and 
service without the destruction of 
either; giving and receiving, between 
churches, strikes at the roots of both. 


Specific Proposal 


The Mutual Agreement with its De- 
partment of Cooperative Work provides a 
pattern of integration which frees the 
national church for authentic growth. 


* * * 


Things Left Unsaid 


There is a further important dis- 
tinction: the distinction between 
these two vocations and that of those 
who are fetched from one place to ano=- 
ther under the concept of page 77, "ex- 
change of ecumenical personnel,” 


Areas of Agreement 


(Pp. 77) It is important to have 
"attainment of selfhood as an indis- 
pensable step toward mature relation- 
ships in shared responsibility for 
missioneee" 


Areas of Disagreement 


(P. 78) "seethe missionary goes to 
be a servant of the church.” 


> 


Areas of Disagreement 


(Pp, 78) "Increasing" reliance on 
"short-term involvement" in "projects 
eesusually of short duration" is a 
"priority." " 


Areas of Disagreement 

(P. 79) "Weseeesuggest that the 
Commission study the value of a plan 
whereby missionaries would be appoint- 
ed for a period of perhaps ten to 
twelve years, with the understanding 
thet this is the period of service 
which they would give to this particu- 
lar ministry. At the end of that 
tims, those who have a special gift 
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Where (p. 77) "exchange of ecumeni- 
cal persomel" hinders the development 
of, or becomes a substitute for, a 
church's shouldering its own responsi- 
bilities in Mission -= either in send- 
ing out its own people or in support~ 
ing them with its own funds -- it is 
antagonistic to and destructive of 
missione 


Things Left Unsaid 


Dr. Theophilus Taylor is correct in 
saying (in private conversation in 
Seoul, Korea) that the answer to the 
problem (pe 77) of attaining this 
selfhood is not in a reduction or 4 
scattering of the missionary force, It 
is rather in the attitudes of the mis- 
sicnaries making up the force, the 
policies they embrace, and the methods 
they usee 


Things Left Unsaid 


The primary missionary call is to 
be a servent of Christ. The mission- 
ary goes to proclaim Him as Saviour 
and Lord of dying, sinful men; to bap- 
tize them and teach them all the 
things Jesus has commended. 


Things Left Unsaid 

Dr. John Coventry Smith (Fresbyter= 
jen Life, October 1, 1960, p. 24) is 
more accurate when he says that "(life- 


time] missionaries will continue to be 
the backbone of the Church's work a 


brosdcee’ "Increasing" reliance on 
"short-term involvement" in "projects 
eeeusually of short duration" cannot 


in the long run cope adequately with 
the massive and complex resistances to 
Christian faith and life found in 
overwhelmingly nm-—Christian societies. 


Things Left Unsaid 


This suggestion of An Advisory Stu- 
dy seems to be based on a radically 
different concept of the call to mis- 
sions We favor the inoreased use of 
short-term missionaries, but feel that 
priority should be given to full-time 
missionary service. The vocation of 
the missionary, like that of the past- 
or, is usually a lifetime calling, and 


for this work should be invited to 
serve for a longer period, perhaps for 
life.” 


Areas of Agreement 


(P, 81) The Commission should a- 
void the "ill effects of unilateral 
approach to mission..." 


Areas of Disagreement 


(P. 82) "This can express itself 
in a variety of ways. The Theological 
Education Fund is an example..." 


Areas of Agreement 


(P. 83) "We believe that the re- 
gional secretaries should spend more 
time on the field," 


real benefit can accrue from the very 
fact of lifetime commitment. From a 
practical standpoint, the problems of 
language and culture are especially 
difficult during the earlier years of 
service, and a missionary's effective. 
ness often redoubles through the years 
as he overcomes these obstacles. 


Specifics Related to Korea 


In championing the wider ecumenici- 
ty, it is imperative to take heed how 
we treat those who are already most 
closely associated with us in mlti- 
lateral ecumenical endeavor. 


Specifically for Korea, the United 
Presbyterian Church can hardly attract 
the distant into ecumenical fellowship 
if we hold or demonstrate a dominating 
attitude towards the Australian and 
Presbyterian U.S. churches and their 
missions with which we have been work- 
ing for over half a century. 


Things Left Unsaid 


The Theological Fund as actually 
implemented includes certain examples 
of how not to go about the task of 
strengthening seminaries. 


The procedures of the TEF in Korea 
did not make proper provision for con- 
sultation by the churches, or consi- 
deration by the Seminary faculties, 


This is not to engage in debate 
upon the Fund itself, but to suggest 
that instead of setting it up as an 
example to be followed, we should stu- 
dy it in its strengths and weaknesses 
as part of an exploration of the ml- 
tilateral approach, 


Areas of Agreement 

(P. 83) "..eour relationships must 
be constantly renewed in order to free 
us for mission, that they not become 
means of ecclesiastical control which 
can hinder missione.ee" 


* * * 


* 


Specifics Related to Korea 


The Department of Cooperative Work 
represents a practical renewal which 
frees both American and Korean churches 
for this mission. 


At the same time, Christian work in 
Korea has suffered from constant up- 


heaval for 30 years. One of the most 
helpful contributions that could be 
made at the present time would be to 


have, for the first time in decades, a 
relatively stable period in churchemis- 
sion relationships. 


* * 


Developing the Wider Relationships (Pp. 84-92) 


Areas of Agreement 


(P. 89) "The Roman Catholic Church 
is outside the ecumenical movement of 
which we have been speaking. Its own 
conception of the unity of the church 
does notesseleave any possibility of 
hope of reunion with other churches 


eeeReunion can only take the form of a 


return to Rome." 


Areas of Agreement 

(P, 90) "The Roman Catholic Church, 
like other churches, is going through 
avery deep biblical and theological 
renewal which cannot but lead toa 
great many changes in its life and 
action." 


Areas of Disagreement 


(P. 90) "It is impossible to over- 
estimate the missionary significance 
of such conversations and coopera- 
tion.” 


Areas of Disagreement 

(P, 91) "The mission of the church 
is considered by them [Independent and 
Sectarian Groups] essentially as an 
effort to bring out of a world des- 
tined to damnation as many souls as 
possible; any concern with the social 
and political responsibility of the 
Christian is considered as marginal to 
the mission of the church." 
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Things Left Unsaid 


However, the steady trend of much 
theological development in the Roman 
Catholic Church has been to develop= 
ments such as the infallibility of the 
Pope, Mariolatry, and so forth, which 
make reunion with Rome not more, but 
less likely. 


Things Left Unsaid 


If the information reaching us is 
correct, we feel that the case for com 
operation with the Roman Catholic 
Church has been overstated in An Advi- 


sory Study. 


Things Left Unsaid 


The unfortunate use of pronouns here 
seems to imply that the saving of the 
lost is not our primary objective in 


mission; whereas this is our primary 
aim. The political and social aspects 


of life are all a part of this central 
task, but they are not central in them- 
selves, 


Areas of Agreement 


(Pp. 83-84) "The development of 
the missionary character of the whole 
church is the most important part of 
the task of the Commission..." 


Things Left Unsaid 


We suggest that the best method the 
Commission can employ inthis is to 
concentrate on its responsibility to 
challenge, train, commission and send 
out for lifetime mission service not a 
handful but thousands of the best young 
men and women our church has -- as ame 
bassadors of Christ to lost men ina 
lost world in need of total redemption, 
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